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of Windsor, who was then Staff Captain XIV Corps. Padua
was in rather a state of panic as they thought the Austrians
were quite near; all the waiters had just fled from the hotel
Marshal Foch and Weygand were there, and Sir Henry Wilson;
Sir William Robertson had just left. General Diaz was the
new Italian C-in-G, and one of his Staff Officers was
Badoglio, the Victor of Abyssinia. He and I became great
friends as I did a lot of work with him. He looked so young
that I called him my G.S.O.3.
I often had tea with him when we were discussing matters,
and he had his servants dressed in white. One day the man
who was handing me tea saw me hesitate for a moment and
he promptly said: "Sugar, sir?" I said: "Where did you
learn English so well?" He replied: "I was a waiter, sir, for
sixteen years at the Hyde Park Hotel before the war."
We had many conferences with General Diaz and gradually
learnt the situation. Brigadier Delme-RadclifFe was our
Attache, or Liaison Officer, with the Italian Army. The
French had their Headquarters also in Padua. A few days
after we got there the British troops began to arrive, the first
being the 23rd Division under Major-General Babington.
We were not destined to remain long in Padua, as the Austrian
bombers soon got news of all three Headquarters being there
and bombed us at intervals of half an hour.
The fact that my Chief, Major-General Percival, had a cold
and was in hospital at Hazebrouck, once altered the whole of
my career, for it sent me to the Canadian Corps instead of to
Salonika. Now at Padua I was saved by having a cold myself.
Only, I think, twice when I was with General Plumer, did I
not go back to my office after dinner, but one night at Padua
I had such a heavy cold that General Plumer definitely ordered
me to bed.
About 9.30 p.m. enemy bombers dropped a bomb through
my office, killing the sentry outside, wounding a clerk, and
wrecking my office. I should certainly have got that one,
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